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was turned off in the usual manner; but when he had hung
nearly fifteen minutes the people present cried out: " A
reprieve! " On this the malefactor was cut down, and being
conveyed to a house in the neighbourhood, soon recovered,
in consequence of bleeding and other proper applications.
When he had perfectly recovered his senses he was
asked what were his feelings at the time of execution; to
which he repeatedly replied, in substance, as follows. When
he was turned off, he for some time was sensible of very
great pain, occasioned by the weight of his body, and felt
his spirits in a strange commotion, violently pressing
upwards. That having forced their way to his head, he as
it were saw a great blaze, or glaring light, which seemed
to go out at his eyes with a flash, and then he lost all sense
of pain. That after he was cut down, and began to come to
himself, the blood and spirits, forcing themselves into their
former channels, put him, by a sort of pricking or shooting,
to such intolerable pain that he could have wished those
hanged who had cut him down. From this circumstance
he was called " Half-hanged Smith."
After this narrow escape from the grave, Smith pleaded
to his pardon on the 2Oth of February; yet such was his
propensity to evil deeds that he returned to his former
practices, and, being again apprehended, was tried at the
Old Bailey for housebreaking; but some difficulties arising
in the case, the jury brought in a special verdict, in con-
sequence of which the affair was left to the opinion of the
twelve judges, who determined in favour of the prisoner.
After this second extraordinary escape he was a third
time indicted; but the prosecutor happening to die before
the day of trial, he once more obtained that liberty which
his conduct showed he had not deserved.
We have no account what became of this man after this
third remarkable incident in his favour; but Christian
charity inclines us to hope that he made a proper use of
the singular dispensations of Providence evidenced in his
own person.
It was not unfrequently the case that, in Dublin, men
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